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“THE TALK OF TOWNLEY” 
Monthly Newsletter 

OCTOBER 2026 
 

A generous person will be enriched, and one who gives water will get water. Proverbs 11:25 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
PASTOR’S MESSAGE: 
  

In Philippians 1:3-6 (NIV), the Apostle Paul expresses his incredible gratitude for the Church in 
Philippi and their partnership in the Gospel: 

3 I thank my God every time I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always 
pray with joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 
6 being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 

Paul’s ministry is grounded in gratitude. He urges us to thank God in every circumstance, 
making gratitude a defining practice of Christian life. Although Paul directs his thanks to God alone, 
as I reflect on the past year, I also want to thank you. 

Thank you for every offering placed in the plate. 
Thank you for every hour devoted to service. 
Thank you for every prayer offered quietly and faithfully. 
Thank you for preparing meals, welcoming others, and helping neighbors. 
Thank you for supporting outreach through the Blessing Room and Roadhouse events. 
Thank you for gathering in worship. 
Thank you for simply being there when needed. 

Your generosity has allowed our church to continue serving others in meaningful ways. I am deeply 
grateful for every person who has helped make that possible. 

As we look toward 2027 and beyond, we should recognize that our church is in an important 
season. We must consider what God is calling us to become in the years ahead. With faith, prayer, 
honesty, and hope, consider what will be your commitment for the coming year? Consider not only 
what you are able to give financially, but also the gifts of prayer, presence, time, service and 
encouragement that you can offer. Each commitment is meaningful. Each person is valued. 

Paul told the Church in Rome to owe no one anything except love (Romans 13:8). He thanked 
God for every blessing he received, including those delivered through others, and for the blessings 
they received, because he saw their good as shared. He invited them into a community of mutual love 
and freedom centered on Jesus, grateful for their part in something greater than themselves and their 
individual efforts. 

My aim is not to burden anyone, but to invite us all to prayerfully discern how we can take part 
in the future God has placed before us. Let us remember where we have been, give thanks for where 
we are, and trust God as we move forward. 
 
 
 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
       

15 – Ruth Ammerman 
          19 – William Jensen 
          26 – Suzanne Deller 
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SUNDAY ASSIGNMENTS:  
 
DATE         *ELDER-IN-CHARGE         *LAY LEADER                        COMMUNION   
Oct. 4  Lois Tangowski  Karen Brelowski  Lois & Karen 
Oct. 11 Kathy Kreie   Bruce Tangowski 
Oct. 18 Feret Fenelus   Vyonnia Thompson 
Oct. 25 Marty Lindner   Diane Smith 
Nov. 1  Tonya Moses   Karen Brelowski  Tonya & Karen 
Nov. 8  Irene Schoenwalder  Diane Smith 
Nov. 15 Linda Zehner   Tonya Moses 
Nov. 22 Karen Brelowski  Lynn Bailey 
Nov. 29 Carol Gordon   Nisha Beech 
 
* If you are unable to be Elder-in-Charge or Lay Leader for your assigned Sunday, please switch 
with someone and inform Pastor Ron. If you switch a month or more in advance, please also 
contact Cecelia, so the Sunday assignments can be listed correctly in the following month’s 
newsletter. Please give yourself enough time to set up prior to worship, 30 minutes is suggested. 

 
CLOTHING DISTRIBUTION:  The Blessing Room is open to Union County residents who need 

essential items. Patrons should park in the rear lot and enter through the rear door. 
We will have clothing and small household items available for distribution at no 
cost. Patrons should bring proof of residence and bag(s) will be supplied to carry 
out their items.  The Townley Blessing Room is the location where a ministry 
dedicated to providing essential items to individuals and families in need takes 

place. Townley acts as the conduit. As God blesses Townley, we bless others. 

• There are volunteer opportunities to help with the Blessing Room. If interested, please see 
Janet or Diane.  

The Blessing Room will be open on the 1st Saturday of each month from 9 am to 11 am. in the 
Chapel Basement. Set up and last-minute sorting will start at 8:00 am that morning. Donations and 
volunteers will continue to be needed. Our next distribution date will be October 3.  Setup times for 
the Blessing Room will be Thursday, Oct. 1 and Friday, Oct. 2 from 9:30 – 11:30 and 6:00 – 8:00 
each day. Please join us if you are able. Remaining 2026 Blessing Room Dates are: November 7 
and December 5. 
 
NURSING HOME VISITATION:  Our nursing home ministry is held at Arista Care, located at 400 W. 
Stimpson Avenue in Linden every second Sunday at 2:00pm each month. Please see Pastor Ron if 
you are interested in being a part of this ministry.  

- In September, the team brought 8 hand crafted shawls for the residents, who were very happy 
to receive them. These had been donated to the Blessing Room by Maria Bura, a 90 year old 
member of Connecticut Farms Church. 

 
RAFAEL’S LIFE HOUSE BABY SHOWER: Thank you from Lisa Heims and Janet Sangekar to everyone who 
donated items and funds for the Baby Shower. Your generosity helped make this joint venture with Connecticut 
Farms Presbyterian Church a success! 

 COFFEE HOUR: Volunteers are needed to bring baked goods for Coffee 
Hour on Sunday mornings after worship. There is a sign-up sheet in the 
kitchen. If you have any questions, you may contact Linda Zehner.  
 
October 4 – Pastor Ron & Vyonnia     October 18 – Bill Jensen 
October 11 – Marie Lindner                 October 25 -  
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SALEM ROADHOUSE CAFÉ:  The Salem Roadhouse Café proudly presents Four The Record with 
opening performance by Melinda Davis on Saturday, October 10, 2026. The doors open at 7:00 pm, 
the show starts at 7:30 pm. Admission is $20, Students $15 and includes show, snacks, non-alcoholic 
beverages, and dessert. The venue is located in Bailey Hall, at Townley Presbyterian Church, 829 
Salem Rd., Union, NJ. The Roadhouse operates as a non-profit that raises funds for several carefully 
chosen local charities.  See attached flier.   

- Upcoming 2026 Salem Roadhouse Show Dates are:  
o November 14 
o December 5 - “Sounds of The Season” Christmas Show 

 
- 2027 Salem Roadhouse Show dates currently scheduled: 

o February 13 (Tentative, working with a group now) 
o March 13 
o April 10 
o May 22 - Lawn concert outdoors 
o June 12 
o July 10 
o August 14 
o September 11 
o October 9 
o November 13 
o December 4 – “Sounds of The Season” Christmas Show 

 
SESSION WORKS: “Session Works” is a monthly communication of significant decisions made by Townley 

Session. From September’s meeting, the following items were approved / discussed: 

• Roadhouse dates for 2027 were approved. 

• Sweetheart Brunch date was set for February 14, 2027. 

• Proceeds from of the Sounds of the Seasons Concert to Blessing Room. 

• Communications with Comunidad Christiana 

• Ruling Elders and Stewardship 

 
 
SESSION MEETING: The next Session meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 21, 2026, at 
7:30 pm in Bailey Hall. (Session meetings are usually held on the 3rd Wednesday of each month.) 

Please note that you do not have to be on Session to work on a committee.  
Your talents are always welcome! 

 
SCOUTING AMERICA:  The Kickoff event was held on September 25th. A follow-up meeting will be 
on Friday, October 16th at 6:00 PM. Troop 71 has been established at Townley for boys and girls 
ages 5-10. Please share that scouting is back at Townley! 
 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE: The Nominating Committee will be meeting after worship service on 
Sunday, October 18 to select nominees for open Session positions. The committee members are: 
Ruth Ammerman, Lisa Heims, Kathy Kreie, Merle Lyte, and Cynthia Manno. If you or a fellow member 
is interested in serving the church in a leadership capacity, please notify one of the nominating 
committee members listed above.  
 
THE PRESBYTERY OF NORTHEAST NEW JERSEY: The next Presbytery meeting & 5th 
Anniversary Celebration of the Presbytery is scheduled for Saturday, November 7, 2026, at 
11:00am. The meeting will be held (in-Person only) at The Terrace, 299 Paramus Road, Paramus, NJ 
07652. Website: https://pnenj.org 
 

https://pnenj.org/
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WEDNESDAY NOON BIBLE STUDY – will resume on Wednesday, September 30 as we begin our 
Fall Bible Study of “Galatians: Accepted and Free” by Jada Edwards.  The book of 
Galatians is a passionate letter explaining what it really looks like to be a follower of 
Jesus Christ and how our freedom in him is certain. It's a letter that many of us 
urgently need to hear. Jada Edwards teaches the importance of knowing that you 
are wholly and fully accepted in Christ, by Christ, and through Christ. From your 
birth, God has called and chosen you —and now: 

• Because of God's authority, we don't need to seek the acceptance of man. 
• Because of God's approval, we aren't insecure or intimidated. 
▪ Because of God's freedom, we don't need to self-sabotage in order to cope. 
▪ Because of God's restoration, we can bring healing and restoration to others. 

 

CHRISTMAS PARTY:  SAVE THE DATE! This year’s Christmas Party will be held in Bailey Hall on 
Saturday, December 12, 2026. See the attached flier!  

If you have any new items that you would like to donate to the Christmas Party Gift Auction, 
please give them to Lisa Heims before Thanksgiving.  
 
SWEETHEART BRUNCH: – has been scheduled for Sunday, February 14, 2027.  
 
SPRING RUMMAGE SALE: We will be having a Spring Rummage Sale on April 23 & 24, 2027 in 
Bailey Hall.  
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  If you have any items you would like to have included in November’s 
(monthly) newsletter, please e-mail them to CeceliaH@comcast.net.  
 
NEW LEGACY BOOKS:  Our Book Donation Bin is at the back of our Salem 
Road parking lot. All book donations must be in good readable condition and 
have an ISBN barcode on the cover. No Encyclopedias, Magazines or water 
damaged books can be accepted. Your donation helps raise funds for Church 
Mission projects and Church repairs. For more information or if you wish to 
purchase books, please visit: NewLegacyBooks.com. 
 
PLEASE REMEMBER THE CONNECTICUT FARMS FOOD PANTRY. You are encouraged to 
support this ministry with a monthly donation of $4.00 (just $1.00 a week). The food bank prefers a 
monetary donation so they can purchase what is needed. 

- There are volunteer opportunities to help with this food pantry.  If interested, please contact 
Janet or Diane.  

-  
 

BRUCE TANGOWSKI’S OHIO TRIP FOR THOMAS EDISON PRESENTATION 
 
The Townley community previewed Bruce’s Thomas Edison presentation in August, and we’re happy to 
present this follow up. Bruce Tangowski’s presentation in Ohio on Thomas Edison’s home “Glenmont” located 
in West Orange was well received. Bruce and Lois met some wonderfully warm and friendly people all around 
the town. They also befriended Robert Wheeler, Edison’s great, great nephew, with whom Bruce has been 
corresponding with since the Friday they met for dinner after arriving in Ohio. Bruce presented the museum 
with his original painting of Edison’s birthplace home there, and gave them the rights of reproduction for 
printing on anything they wish to sell to go towards their funds.  Attached are some pictures and a letter from 
that visit. The brick building in the one photo is a picture of Thomas Edison’s childhood home in Milan, OH, 
which Thomas’ father built by hand!   
 

mailto:CeceliaH@comcast.net
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“The Harvest of the Spirit” 
By Grace Johnson 

 
The leaves, like souls, begin to change, 

From green to gold in a vast exchange; 
Autumn’s embrace, a gentle reminder, 

Of our own seasons, a time to surrender. 
 

God’s hand, like the wind, guides our way, 
As we walk through life, both night and day; 

And just as the trees, we shed our fears, 
Trusting that His love will dry our tears. 

 
For every leaf that falls to the ground, 
A new prayer rises, a hopeful sound; 

Our hearts, like branches, sway in the breeze, 
As we find solace on our spiritual knees. 

 
 
 
 

Townley Presbyterian Church, 829 Salem Road, Union, NJ 07083 
Office:(908) 686-1028  Email: TownleyChurch@yahoo.com  Website: TownleyChurch.org    

Facebook: Like us on “Townley Church” 

 

GIVING TO TOWNLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH: You can 

also support our church using your credit or debit card by using this 

QR Code or by clicking the “Give Now” button on our church 

website at www.townleychurch.org. 

 
  

 

WE HAVE A FACEBOOK PAGE! “Like” our Facebook page 

(http://www.facebook.com/TownleyChurch) to get the latest updates on your 

wall. Share your Townley comments, photos, and videos. If you want pictures 

added or notices posted, please send an email to the church office 

(townleychurch@yahoo.com). Away or missed a service? Catch our Livestream! 

mailto:TownleyChurch@yahoo.com
http://www.townleychurch.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TownleyChurch
mailto:townleychurch@yahoo.com

