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“THE TALK OF TOWNLEY” 
Monthly Newsletter 

JULY 2025 
 

             Those who depend on their wealth will fall like the leaves of autumn, but the righteous will 
prosper like the leaves of summer. Proverbs 11:28 

 

 

 
 
 
PASTOR’S MESSAGE: 

 
 

The Townley Blessing Room – Part 2 
 

Last month I described the concept of a Blessing Room as a ministry in which needed items 
reach the hands of needful people. Townley acts as the conduit. Part 2 of my discussion addresses 
how we get the Townley Blessing Room up and running. 

What has been done so far? As previously mentioned, funding from our presbytery has been 
approved and the grant funding received. Replacement tables for the chapel basement have arrived 
and are in place. The old tables were on their “last legs” and not user friendly. Rollable shelves have 
been ordered. More than a few totes of men and women clothes were retrieved from the remnants of 
our Rummage Sale. We have already received donations of clothing without officially asking! Our 
session recently approved a Kickoff Meeting date of July 13th, right after our worship service. The 
plan is to meet in Bailey Hall as we enjoy our first Gospel Brunch of the summer. 

What will be discussed at the kickoff meeting? An overview of the Blessing Room concept will 
be reviewed. We don’t have to reinvent the wheel; we just got to get it rolling. Our first distribution 
should coincide with Connecticut Farm’s Food Pantry distribution on September 20, 2025. That gives 
us roughly two months to prepare. The purpose of the Townley Blessing Room is to offer, on a year-
round basis, clothing and small household items to families and individuals in our surrounding 
community.  

At our kick-off meeting, an Outreach Committee will be established consisting of members 
from our congregation and community. What is needed? Sorting and organizing existing clothing. 
Solicitation of additional donations. Development of an inventory of what is physically on site and 
items that are available and can be delivered when the need arises (for example: someone may have 
a baby crib stored in their basement – no need to bring it to the church versus getting it to the family 
in need directly). Additionally, individuals with publicity skills are needed. This includes the 
development of signs, banners, website page, Facebook/social media, and local ads. Building a 
network of potential volunteers and similar ministries is also a need. 

Our intention is that the Townley Blessing Room will assist local families and individuals in 
need of clothing and small household items. We can make this a reality as we work with and engage 
our community. I look forward to working with you. 

 
  

          JULY BIRTHDAYS 
 

9 – Marty Lindner            15 – Glenn Zehner                  
10 – Robert Deller           21 – Vyonnia Thompson      
10 – Carruthers Tumfour 31 – Elaine J. Brooks 
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SUNDAY ASSIGNMENTS:  
 

DATE              *ELDER-IN-CHARGE     *LAY LEADER            COMMUNION    
 
July 6     Karen Brelowski  Kathy Kreie      Karen & Kathy 
July 13    Lois Tangowski     Lynn Bailey 
July 20    Kathy Kreie  Lisa Heims 
July 27    Irene Schoenwalder Karen Brelowski 
August 3    Lisa Heims   Irene Schoenwalder      Lisa & Irene 
August 10    Marty Lindner  Bruce Tangowski 
August 17    Linda Zehner  Vyonnia Thompson 
August 24    Janet Sangekar  Diane Smith 
August 31     Carol Gordon  Cynthia Manno 
 
* If you are unable to be Elder-in-Charge or Lay Leader for your assigned Sunday, 
please switch with someone and inform Pastor Ron. If you switch a month or more in 
advance, please also contact Cecelia, so the Sunday assignments can be listed 
correctly in the following month’s newsletter. Please give yourself enough time to set 
up prior to worship, 30 minutes is suggested. 

 
SESSION WORKS “Session Works” is a monthly communication of significant decisions made by 

Townley Session. From June’s meeting, the following items were 
approved/discussed:     

✓ Pastor and Task Force Monthly Reports 
✓ Anita Erickson membership transfer approved.  
✓ Favour Nwosu baptism date moved to July 6 
✓ Teen summer hire 
✓ Summer music 
✓ Sanctuary air conditioning 
✓ Blessing Room kickoff meeting 

 

Please note that you do not have to be on Session to work on a committee. Your talents are always 
welcome! 
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBER:  Let us welcome Anita Erickson to our church membership!  
 
BIBLE STUDY: The Wednesday 12:00pm Bible Study group is taking a break on their study of 
“Family Community: Service” and will be planning other events during the summer.  
 

 

 
COFFEE HOUR: Volunteers are needed to bring baked goods for Coffee 
Hour on Sunday mornings after worship. There is a sign-up sheet in the 
kitchen. If you have any questions, you may contact Linda Zehner.  
 
July 6 – Cecelia Harrison             August 3 – Diane Smith 
July 13 – Gospel Brunch              August 10 – Linda Zehner 
July 20 – Karen Brelowski            August 17 – Bill Jensen 
July 27 – Lillian & Chris Nwosu    August 24 
                                                      August 31 
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WEDNESDAY ACTIVITY NIGHTS!  On July 16th and 30th, we will have either a Game Night or 
Movie Night – mark your calendars! 
 
WE HAVE BEEN RECOGNIZED!  Thanks to the advocacy of Janet Sangekar, we have been 
honored by the YMCA. Please see the attached flyer for details. 
 

 
 
RUMMAGE SALE- was a success! So far, we have received $3,651. 
 
JUNE 8 FAMILY & FRIEND’S DAY/PENTECOST:  The potluck luncheon was well attended with 
plenty of food. Thank you to everyone for your culinary delights! 
 
NEW LEGACY BOOKS: Have been giving us a monthly check. We received a check for $47.08 for 
books received in May. 
 
NURSING HOME VISITATION:  Our nursing home ministry is held at AristaCare, located at 400 W. 
Stimpson Avenue in Linden every second Sunday at 2:00pm each month. Please see Pastor Ron if 
you are interested in being a part of this ministry. 
 
SALEM ROADHOUSE CAFÉ: Presents Gerson Galante Brazilian Jazz Quartet with special guests: 
Melanie Mitrano & Music students from County College of Morris on Saturday, July 12, 2025, at 8:00 
pm. Doors will open at 7:15 pm. Admission is $20, Students $15 and includes a show, snacks, non-
alcoholic beverages, and dessert. Show proceeds this year will benefit “Groundwork Elizabeth” – 
which is devoted to transforming the natural and built environment of low-resource communities. As 
always, the Salem Roadhouse Café is lively, intimate, up front, and personal. All ages are welcome. 
See attached flier.  
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  If you have any items you would like to have included in August’s 
(monthly) newsletter, please e-mail them to CeceliaH@comcast.net.  

mailto:CeceliaH@comcast.net
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GOSPEL BRUNCHES ARE BACK! As in previous summers, we have used the Sundays after the 
Roadhouse show to have our worship service in Bailey Hall. The coffee house setting, along with 
coffee and a delicious brunch make for a unique experience. July 13th and September 14th are the 
dates. 
 
SESSION MEETING: The next Session meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 20, 2025, at 
7:30 pm in the upstairs meeting room. Please note there is no scheduled session meeting for July. 
(Session meetings are usually held on the 3rd Wednesday of each month.)  
 
PLEASE REMEMBER THE CONNECTICUT FARMS FOOD PANTRY. You are encouraged to 
support this ministry with a monthly donation of $4.00 (just $1.00 a week). The food bank prefers a 
monetary donation so they can purchase what is needed.  
 
Diane and Janet volunteer for their food distribution day, which is once a month on a Saturday. The 
food pantry is always looking for volunteers. Their food distribution schedule is posted on the bulletin 
board in Bailey Hall.  
 
THE PRESBYTERY OF NORTHEAST NEW JERSEY: The next meeting of the Presbytery is 
scheduled for Saturday, November 15, 2025, at 9:30 – 11:30am in person. Website: https://pnenj.org 
 
 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

THE MARKET AT UNION RETURNED TO MORRIS AVENUE IN JUNE:  The Market 
at Union, formerly known as the Union Farmers Market, began in June and runs 
through September in the new Union Public Library lot at 1980 Morris Avenue. The 
market is open from 5 to 8:30 p.m. and runs every Thursday until September 25. The 
Market will feature a lineup of vendors offering a wide variety of items, including 
seasonal fruits and vegetables, baked goods, gourmet specialties, and handcrafted 
items. Additionally, the food trucks will be back, offering a selection of tasty, on-the-go 
meals and desserts. 

                                                                                                                                      
4th of JULY FESTIVITIES: We are proud to invite residents to the 2025 Fourth of 
July Spectacular taking place at Biertuempfel Park on July 4th! Rain date         
July 5th. The night will kick off with a concert at 7:30pm featuring the Misson  
Dance as they play high-energy music, followed by a fireworks display. Free 
Admission. Bring lawn chairs and blankets. 

 

GIVING TO TOWNLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH: You can 

also support our church using your credit or debit card by using this 

QR Code or by clicking the “Give Now” button on our church 

website at www.townleychurch.org. 

 
  

 

WE HAVE A FACEBOOK PAGE! “Like” our Facebook page 

(http://www.facebook.com/TownleyChurch) to get the latest updates on your 

wall. Share your Townley comments, photos, and videos. If you want pictures 

added or notices posted, please send an email to the church office 

(townleychurch@yahoo.com). Away or missed a service? Catch our Livestream! 

https://pnenj.org/
http://www.townleychurch.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TownleyChurch
mailto:townleychurch@yahoo.com
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Snapology in Bailey Hall during the month of August 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by Diane Smith 
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Townley Presbyterian Church, 829 Salem  Road, Union, NJ 07083 
Office:(908) 686-1028 /  Email: TownleyChurch@yahoo.com 

Website: TownleyChurch.org / Facebook: Like us on “Townley Church” 
 
 
 

mailto:TownleyChurch@yahoo.com
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