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“THE TALK OF TOWNLEY” 
Monthly Newsletter 

JUNE 2025 
 

The father of the righteous will greatly rejoice; he who fathers a wise son will be glad in him.  
Proverbs 23:24 

 

 

 
 
 
 
PASTOR’S MESSAGE: 

 

The Townley Blessing Room 
 

The concept of a Blessing Room was shared with us by our sister church in Linden. In 

essence, it is an “exchange ministry”. A ministry in which needed items reach the hands of 

needful people. Townley acts as the conduit. The Presbytery of Northeast New Jersey has 

awarded us a grant for $4000 to proceed. 

Some of you may remember that years ago, Townley had the intention of establishing a 

clothing closet. Items of clothing would be made available for purchase at a nominal cost. The 

project ran into several roadblocks and never materialized. However, two closets were built in 

the old chapel basement and outfitted with shelves for storing items. Water conditions in the 

basement and high humidity reduced this space to temporary storage, mostly for our 

annual/semi-annual rummage sales. In short, the chapel basement was an area you wouldn’t 

want to spend much time in. 

Over the last couple of years, significant progress has been made to reclaim the space and 

make it more functional. The area has undergone substantial decluttering, and these efforts are 

continuing.  The walls and ceilings have been painted. Window cleaning, dust and spider web 

removal have occurred. Last year, several small projects were completed to mitigate the water 

issues (somebody knock on wood). Just recently, the floor was treated with an epoxy base paint. 

The space is looking and smelling 100% better! As you read this newsletter, three of our self-

help groups utilize this space for their weekly meetings. 

We are now prepared to make additional use of this area.  The purpose of the Townley 

Blessing Room is to offer, on a year-round basis, clothing and small household items to families 

and individuals in our surrounding community using this space to stage the items. Who is 

involved? An Outreach Committee will be established consisting of members from our 

congregation and community. What is involved? Remnants from our Spring Rummage Sale will 

serve as the initial supply of goods to stock the empty shelves. Additional donations will also be 

solicited. All items will be organized in their appropriate areas (Men’s clothing, Women’s 
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clothing, Children's clothing, household items, and etc.). When and how often do we expect to 

have a distribution? Plan is to have our first distribution in September. Future distributions will 

be based on inventories and/or emergency situations. 

We believe that our community will benefit from the Townley Blessing Room by meeting 

the needs of families and individuals in need of clothing and household items. An added benefit 

is the opportunity for our congregation to further engage with our community and give us more 

opportunities of working together, furthering the feeling of camaraderie we have shared at so 

many rummage sales. Keep your eyes open for more information. Keep your hands available 

for the various tasks ahead. Most of all, keep your hearts open to the movement of the Holy 

Spirit. 
 

 
 

SUNDAY ASSIGNMENTS:  
 

DATE              *ELDER-IN-CHARGE     *LAY LEADER            COMMUNION    
 
June 1    Lisa Heims                      Karen Brelowski     Lisa & Karen 
June 8    Marty Lindner                  Bruce Tangowski 
June 15    Linda Zehner                   Vyonnia Thompson 
June 22    Janet Sangekar            Diane Smith 
June 29    Carol Gordon  Cynthia Manno 
July 6     Karen Brelowski  Lynn Bailey      Karen & Lynn 
July 13    Lois Tangowski     Kathy Kreie 
July 20    Kathy Kreie  Lisa Heims 
July 27    Irene Schoenwalder Karen Brelowski 
 
* If you are unable to be Elder-in-Charge or Lay Leader for your assigned Sunday, 
please switch with someone and inform Pastor Ron.  If you switch a month or more in 
advance, please also contact Cecelia, so the Sunday assignments can be listed 
correctly in the following month’s newsletter.  Please give yourself enough time to set 
up prior to worship, 30 minutes is suggested. 

 

 
COFFEE HOUR: Volunteers are needed to bring baked goods for Coffee 
Hour on Sunday mornings after worship.  There is a sign-up sheet in the 
kitchen.  If you have any questions, you may contact Linda Zehner.   
 
June 1 – Diane Smith                      July 6 – Cecelia Harrison 
June 8 – International Potluck         July 13 
June 15                                            July 20 
June 22                                            July 27 
June 29 
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SESSION WORKS “Session Works” is a monthly communication of significant decisions made by 

Townley Session. From May’s meeting, the following items were 
approved/discussed:     

✓ Pastor and Task Force Monthly Reports 
✓ Chris and Lillian Nwosu and their children Emanuel and Favour 

were approved for membership based on the affirmation of their 
faith. 

✓ Favour Nwosu was approved to be baptized 
✓ Johnsonburg “Camperships” for Emanual and Favour 
✓ Blessing Room Update: $4000 grant awarded from PNENJ 
✓ Snapology Rental of Bailey Hall for August M-F (STEM for youth) 
✓ PNENJ Concurrence with the Presbytery of San Francisco 

statement against the atrocities inflicted by Israel and Hamas 
Please note that you do not have to be on Session to work on a committee. Your talents are always 
welcome! 
 
PER CAPITA:   Please send in your Per Capita payment for 2025, if you haven’t already done so. 
Townley’s 2025 Per Capita amount is $38.00 per person. Checks may be made payable to Townley 
Presbyterian Church. This money is used to develop programs, such as training for congregations 
and its leaders and supporting the work of the Commission on Ministry.  We look forward to your 
participation in per capita giving, an expression of your commitment to ministry both within our 
congregation and beyond. Thank you. Janet, Church Treasurer  
 
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING: We received a total of $284.00 in donations. This donation helps 
people around the world by providing relief from natural disasters, food for the hungry, and support for 
the poor and oppressed. Thank you for your donations.  
 
MOTHER’S DAY TEA – was a success.  Thank you to all who helped; especially the men for serving!  
 
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS:   
Chris and Lillian Nwosu and their children Emanuel and Favour will be welcomed into our fellowship 
on June 8th! Their daughter, Favour, will be baptized on the 15th. 
 
SPRING RUMMAGE SALE – Is scheduled for Friday, May 30 and Saturday, May 31, 2025. Setup 
begins on Saturday, May 24, 2025. See attached fliers. Please review our schedule below and let me 
know when you will be available to help. 
 
**May 24th (Saturday):  Setting up tables in Bailey Hall for the rummage sale from 10:00 a.m. to 
12:00 noon. 
 
**May 25th (Sunday):  Beginning to organize our donations for a short time after church in Bailey Hall. 
 
**May 26th thru May 29th (Monday - Thursday) Setting up donations in Bailey Hall from 10:30 a.m. 
-  2:00 p.m. and in the evening from 7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
 
**May 30th (Friday) - SALE DAY (9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.). Workers needed. 
 
**May 31st (Saturday) - BAG DAY (9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon) and CLEANUP (12:00 noon - 2:30 p.m.) 
Workers especially needed for cleanup. 
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If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email me.  The Rummage Sale is an important 
time when our Townley Church family comes together to help support not only our church but the 
community as well.  Thank you, Linda 
 
BIBLE STUDY: The Wednesday 12:00pm Bible Study group are continuing their study of “Family 
Community: Service” by Rev. David M. Park, PhD. Study resumes June 4th. 
 
FAMILY & FRIENDS DAY and PENTECOST INTERNATIONAL BRUNCH – is scheduled for 
Sunday, June 8. Please join us and invite your family and friends for an International Potluck 
Luncheon to celebrate Pentecost after the service this morning in Bailey Hall.  Enjoy ethnic dishes 
with us to celebrate our heritage as a diverse people of God. 
 
NURSING HOME VISITATION:  Our nursing home ministry is held at AristaCare, located at 400 W. 
Stimpson Avenue in Linden every second Sunday at 2:00pm each month. Please see Pastor Ron if 
you are interested in being a part of this ministry. 
 
SALEM ROADHOUSE CAFÉ: Presents The Wonder Trio – a Tribute to Stevie Wonder’s Music on 
Saturday, June 14, 2025, at 8:00 pm.  Doors will open at 7:30 pm. Admission is $20 and includes a 
show, snacks, non-alcoholic beverages, and dessert. Show proceeds this year will benefit 
“Groundwork Elizabeth” – which is devoted to transforming the natural and built environment of low-
resource communities. As always, the Salem Roadhouse Café is lively, intimate, up front and 
personal. All ages are welcome. See attached flier.  
 
THE GATE | June 20th 
A night of Fellowship, Prayer and Worship, Uniting the Body of Christ in Bailey Hall 
Targeting our youth and young adults: 
•UNDER 18 WITH PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN 
Friday, June 20 · 7 - 11pm EDT. Doors at 6:30pm 
 
HEY YOU GUYS!  You did a wonderful job serving on Mother’s Day. Let’s break bread together! 
Saturday, June 21, 10-11:30am Mark Twain Diner. RSVP Pastor Ron. 
 
SESSION MEETING: The next meeting of the Session is scheduled for Wednesday, June 18, 2025, 
at 7:30 pm in the upstairs meeting room. (Session meetings are usually held on the 3rd Wednesday of 
each month.)  
 
NEW LEGACY BOOKS:  Sent us a check of $50.08 for books received in April.  
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  If you have any items you would like to have included in July’s (monthly) 
newsletter, please e-mail them to CeceliaH@comcast.net.  
 
TOWNLEY’S RESPONSE TO IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT: What to do if Federal agents (ICE) come 
to Townley Church looking for an individual:  Agents need to have proper identification and must have 
warrants signed by a court judge.  They cannot be stopped going into Townley’s public areas, but 
they cannot go into the private areas. We cannot stop an individual from being apprehended, but we 
can offer him/her some assistance. They do have rights. A message to Federal agents will be posted 
in the church, and also in the Narthex for the elder-in-charge.   
 
PLEASE REMEMBER THE CONNECTICUT FARMS FOOD PANTRY.  You are encouraged to 
support this ministry with a monthly donation of $4.00 (just $1.00 a week). The food bank prefers a 
monetary donation so they can purchase what is needed.  

mailto:CeceliaH@comcast.net
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Diane and Janet volunteer for their food distribution day which is once a month on a Saturday. The 
food pantry is always looking for volunteers. Their food distribution schedule is posted on the bulletin 
board in Bailey Hall.   
 
THE PRESBYTERY OF NORTHEAST NEW JERSEY: The next meeting of the Presbytery is 
scheduled for Saturday, November 15, 2025, at 9:30 – 11:30am in person. Website: https://pnenj.org 
 

 

COMMUNITY NEWS 

PAPER MILL PLAYHOUSE 
 
 Paper Mill Playhouse will be playing Disney’s The Little Mermaid on May 29, 2025 through June 
29, 2025.  The Little Mermaid is a Broadway spectacular for dreamers of all ages to enjoy. The 
fable has irresistible songs as “Part of Your World”, “Kiss the Girl”, and the Academy Aware-
winning “Under the Sea”. It’s a joyful blend of adventure, comedy, and a love story that the whole 

family will love! 
 
THE MARKET AT UNION RETURNS TO MORRIS AVENUE THIS JUNE:  The Market at Union, formerly 

known as the Union Farmers Market, will begin in June and run through September in 
the new Union Public Library lot at 1980 Morris Avenue.  The season will begin on 
Thursday, June 5, from 5 to 8:30 p.m. and run every Thursday until September 25. The 
Market will feature a lineup of vendors offering a wide variety of items, including 
seasonal fruits and vegetables, baked goods, gourmet specialties and handcrafted 
items.  Additionally, the food trucks will be back, offering a selection of tasty, on-the-go 
meals and desserts. 

 
UNION PUBLIC LIBRARY GRAND OPENING! 

 
 
The Union Public Main Library at 1980 Morris Avenue is officially 
opening on Saturday, June 7, and Sunday, June 8!  There will be a full 
weekend of celebration: 
 
 
 

 
Saturday, June 7 

10 am - There will be a parade from 1060 Stuyvesant Avenue to 1980 Morris Avenue.  
11 am -  Ribbon cutting in front of the new library’s entrance. 

 

GIVING TO TOWNLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH: You can 

also support our church using your credit or debit card by using this 

QR Code or by clicking the “Give Now” button on our church 

website at www.townleychurch.org. 

 
  

 

WE HAVE A FACEBOOK PAGE! “Like” our Facebook page 

(http://www.facebook.com/TownleyChurch) to get the latest updates on your 

wall. Share your Townley comments, photos and videos. If you want pictures 

added or notices posted, please send an email to the church office 

(townleychurch@yahoo.com). Away or missed a service? Catch our 

Livestream! 

https://pnenj.org/
http://www.townleychurch.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TownleyChurch
mailto:townleychurch@yahoo.com
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12 - 4 pm – Friends of the UPL Book Sale. 
Fun Programs: LEGO Battle Bot Jousters, My Fairytale Party, Cartoonist, Drop-in Origami,                  
UPL Zine Zone, and Silent Dance Party 

1 - 3 pm – Library tours 
Sunday, June 8 
 12 - 4 pm – Friends of the UPL Book Sale. 

Fun Programs: Music & Movement with Boogie Woogie Babies, Drop-in Origami, UPL Zine 
Zone, and Local Authors Expo 

Monday, June 9 – Library will reopen with regular hours & resume regular borrowing procedures, Un 
 

UNION’S 5TH ANNUAL JUNETEENTH FESTIVAL 
 
Union’s 5th Annual Juneteenth Festival is set for Saturday, June 14, beginning at noon 
at Biertuempfel Park. The event will feature live entertainment, food vendors, and family 
activities while honoring African American history and achievements. Food vendors will 
serve everything from traditional soul food to contemporary cuisine, while local artisans 
showcase handmade crafts. Township officials will award two $1,000 college 
scholarships to outstanding Union High School seniors with university acceptance.  The 

selected recipients will be recognized during the festival’s opening ceremony.  
 

Snapology in Bailey Hall during the month of August 
 

 

HOW CHILDREN PERCEIVE THEIR GRANDFATHERS 

1. My young grandson called the other day to wish me Happy Birthday. He asked me how old 
I was, and I told him, 68. My grandson was quiet for a moment, and then he asked, “Did 
you start at 1?”  

2. A little girl was diligently pounding away on her grandfather’s word processor. She told me 
she was writing a story. I asked, “What’s it about?”. She replied, “I don’t know. I can’t read.”  

3. When my grandson Billy and I entered our vacation cabin, we kept the lights off until we 
were inside to keep from attracting pesky insects. Still, a few fireflies followed us in. 
Noticing them before I did, Billy whispered, “It’s no use Grandpa. Now the mosquitoes are 
coming after us with flashlights.”  

4. When my grandson asked me how old I was, I teasingly replied, “I’m not sure.” My 
grandson replied, “Look in your underwear, Grandpa. Mine says I’m 4 to 6.”  (Wow! I really 
like this one, mine says I’m only ’38’!) 
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5. A grandfather was delivering his grandchildren to their home one day when a fire truck 
zoomed past. Sitting in the front seat of the fire truck was a Dalmation dog. The children 
started discussing the dog’s duties. “They use him to keep crowds back,” said one child. 
“No,” said another. “He’s just for good luck.” A third child brought the argument to a close. 
“They use the dogs,” she said firmly, “to find the fire hydrants.” 

6. Grandpa is the smartest man on earth! He teaches me good things, but I don’t get to see 
him enough to get as smart as him! 
 

A PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN FATHERS 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Heavenly Father, 
You entrusted your son Jesus, 

The child of Mary, 
To the care of Joseph, an earthly father. 

 
Bless all fathers 

As they care for their families. 
Give them strength and wisdom, 

Tenderness and patience. 
 

Support them in the work they have to do, 
Protecting those who look to them, 

As we look to you for love and salvation, 
Through Jesus Christ our rock and defender. 

(author unknown) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Townley Presbyterian Church, 829 Salem  Road, Union, NJ 07083 
Office:(908) 686-1028 /  Email: TownleyChurch@yahoo.com 

Website: TownleyChurch.org / Facebook: Like us on “Townley Church” 

mailto:TownleyChurch@yahoo.com

