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8 Hear, my son, your father's instruction, and forsake not your mother's teaching, ° for they
are a graceful garland for your head and pendants for your neck. Proverbs 1:8-9

MAY BIRTHDAYS

10 Agnes Tumfour

PASTOR’S MESSAGE:

There are a few strange things about church membership: You actually give up your
preferences when you join. You are here to meet the needs of others. You are here to serve others.
You are here to give. You are here to sacrifice. This is considered as the “servant motif’. The idea of
putting away our preferences and desires.

The word "servant" occurs 57 times in the New Testament. Jesus said we must be a servant to
all in Mark 9:35: Sitting down, He called the Twelve and said to them, "If anyone wants to be first, he
must be last of all and servant of all." The apostle Paul said we must be servants as well. In
Ephesians 3:7, he writes: “I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me
through the working of his power”.

As a church member, my motivation should not be to get my preferences to the top of the list. |
am supposed to be last, not first. | am supposed to be a servant instead of seeking to be served.
Hard to swallow? True joy means giving up our rights and preferences and serving everyone else.

A survey of the dominant characteristics of churches that were inwardly focused did not reveal
a whole lot of joy:

e Worship wars — members wanting things in worship just the way they like
Prolonged minutia meetings — many meetings about nothing and none about mission
Facility focus — buildings, furniture, and grounds
Program driven — programs not supporting mission
Inwardly focused budget
Inordinate demands for pastoral care
Attitudes of entitlement — demanding and a sense of deserving special treatment
Anger and hostility — some members are mad at the church, the pastor, and other members
Evangelistic apathy — no sense of need for the salvation of others
Our attitude, as the church, should embody Jesus Christ. What did Jesus do? What is the Mind
of Christ? Jesus has a mindset of humility. In Philippians 2:5-11 we see that Jesus: Was not reluctant,
He gave His best without reservation. Was not worried about His reputation, because hanging out
with sinners did not make Him any less Divine. He put a human face to God. He humbled Himself.
He was not humbled by others. His death was for someone else. He bore the penalty of our sin. The
symbol of His death, the cross, was a symbol of disgrace. But God has turned that cross into a
means of grace. Jesus the all-powerful and sinless Son of God chose to become powerless for our
sakes.

Therefore, our church membership should not be about our preferences and desires. That is
self-serving. Church membership is about serving Christ through serving others. Our Savior went to
the cross for us. That being, | believe we can deal with any inconveniences and matters that aren't
our preferences or styles.
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SUNDAY ASSIGNMENTS:

DATE

May 4
May 11
May 18
May 25
June 1
June 8
June 15
June 22
June 29

*ELDER-IN-CHARGE

*LAY LEADER

Karen Brelowski
Lois Tangowski
Kathy Kreie

Irene Schoenwalder
Lisa Heims

Marty Lindner

Linda Zehner

Janet Sangekar
Carol Gordon

Lynn Bailey

Kathy Kreie

Lisa Heims
Vyonnia Thompson
Karen Brelowski
Bruce Tangowski
Vyonnia Thompson
Diane Smith
Cynthia Manno

COMMUNION

Karen & Lynn

Lisa & Karen

* If you are unable to be Elder-in-Charge or Lay Leader for your assigned Sunday,
please switch with someone and inform Pastor Ron. If you switch a month or more in
advance, please also contact Cecelia, so the Sunday assignments can be listed
correctly in the following month’s newsletter. Please give yourself enough time to set
up prior to worship, 30 minutes is suggested.

COFFEE HOUR: Volunteers are needed to bring baked goods for Coffee
Hour on Sunday mornings after worship. There is a sign-up sheet in the
kitchen. If you have any questions, you may contact Linda Zehner.

May 4 - Cynthia Manno
May 11 — Mothers’ Day Tea

May 18 — Linda Zehner

May 25 — Pastor Ron

SESSION WORKS “Session Works” is a monthly communication of significant decisions made by

SESSION

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS: Veronica Acosta and Antonio Garcia were welcomed as new

Townley Session. From April’s meeting, the following items were
approved/discussed:

v Pastor and Task Force Monthly Reports

WORKS v" Blessing Room creation

v Addition of” “Come, See, Go, Tell” to Mission Statement

v" Mothers’ Day Tea

Please note that you do not have to be on Session to work on a
committee. Your talents are always welcome!

members of Townley Church on March 2, 2025.

BIBLE STUDY: We are resuming our Wednesday Bible Study on “Service” on April 30.

MOTHER’S DAY TEA: Everyone is invited to a Mother’s Day Tea on Sunday, May 11 following

service. Finger Sandwiches, Pastries, Treats, and of course Tea are on the menu.



THE PRESBYTERY OF NORTHEAST NEW JERSEY: The next meeting of the Presbytery is
scheduled for Saturday, May 17, 2025, at 9:30 — 11:30am in person. Website: https://pnenj.org

SALEM ROADHOUSE CAFE: Presents the Mark Adamy Band on Saturday, May 17, 2025, at
8:00 pm. Doors will open at 7:30 pm. Admission is $20 and includes a show, snacks, non-alcoholic
beverages, and dessert. Show proceeds this year will benefit “Groundwork Elizabeth” — which is
devoted to transforming the natural and built environment of low-resource communities. As always,
the Salem Roadhouse Café is lively, intimate, up front and personal. All ages are welcome. See
attached flier.

SESSION MEETING: The next meeting of the Session is scheduled for Wednesday, May 21, 2025,
at 7:30 pm in the upstairs meeting room. (Session meetings are usually held on the 3" Wednesday of
each month.)

SPRING RUMMAGE SALE — Dates have been changed. It is now scheduled for Friday, May 30 and
Saturday, May 31, 2025. Setup begins on Saturday, May 24, 2025. See attached fliers. Please
review our schedule below and let me know when you will be available to help.

**May 24th (Saturday): Setting up tables in Bailey Hall for the rummage sale from 10:00 a.m. to
12:00 noon.

**May 25th (Sunday): Beginning to organize our donations for a short time after church in Bailey Hall.

**May 26th thru May 29th (Monday - Thursday) Setting up donations in Bailey Hall from 10:30 a.m.
- 2:00 p.m. and in the evening from 7:30 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

**May 30th (Friday) - SALE DAY (9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.). Workers needed.

**May 31st (Saturday) - BAG DAY (9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon) and CLEANUP (12:00 noon - 2:30 p.m.)
Workers especially needed for cleanup.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to email me. The Rummage Sale is an important
time when our Townley Church family comes together to help support not only our church but the
community as well. Thank you, Linda

FAMILY & FRIENDS DAY & PENTECOST INTERNATIONAL BRUNCH - is scheduled for Sunday,
June 8. Please join us and invite your family and friends for an International Potluck Luncheon to
celebrate Pentecost after the service this morning in Bailey Hall. Enjoy ethnic dishes with us to
celebrate our heritage as a diverse people of God.

NURSING HOME VISITATION: Our nursing home ministry is held at AristaCare, located at 400 W.
Stimpson Avenue in Linden every second Sunday at 2:00pm each month. Please see Pastor Ron if
you are interested in being a part of this ministry.

PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE: Our church collected and sent in $455 towards
disaster relief for the wild fires in California. We also received a letter thanking Townley Church for our
December contribution of $730 towards disaster relief for families hit hard by hurricanes.

NEW LEGACY BOOKS: Sent us a check of $50.72 for books received in March.



https://pnenj.org/

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: If you have any items you would like to have included in June’s (monthly)
newsletter, please e-mail them to CeceliaH@comcast.net.

TOWNLEY’S RESPONSE TO IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT: What to do if Federal agents (ICE) come
to Townley Church looking for an individual: Agents need to have proper identification and must have
warrants signed by a court judge. They cannot be stopped going into Townley’s public areas, but
they cannot go into the private areas. We cannot stop an individual from being apprehended, but we
can offer him/her some assistance. They do have rights. A message to Federal agents will be posted
in the church, and also in the Narthex for the elder-in-charge.

PER CAPITA: As you know, every December the Board of Trustees of the Presbytery of Northeast
New Jersey presents the Presbytery’s budget for the coming year. The budget includes Per Capita
received from its congregations. This money is used to develop programs, such as training for
congregations and its leaders and supporting the work of the Commission on Ministry. The complete
budget can be viewed on the Presbytery website. The Per Capita for 2025 for Townley is $38.00
per member. Please submit your check for this amount payable to Townley Presbyterian Church.
We look forward to your participation in per capita giving, an expression of your commitment to
ministry both within our congregation and beyond. Thank you. Janet, Church Treasurer

PLEASE REMEMBER THE CONNECTICUT FARMS FOOD PANTRY. You are encouraged to
support this ministry with a monthly donation of $4.00 (just $1.00 a week). The food bank prefers a
monetary donation so they can purchase what is needed.

Janet has volunteered for their food distribution day which is once a month on a Saturday. They are
always looking for volunteers. Their food distribution schedule is posted on the bulletin board in Bailey
Hall.

GIVING TO TOWNLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH: You can
also support our church using your credit or debit card by using this
QR Code or by clicking the “Give Now” button on our church
website at www.townleychurch.org.

WE HAVE A FACEBOOK PAGE! “Like” our Facebook page
(http://www.facebook.com/TownleyChurch) to get the latest updates on your

wall. Share your Townley comments, photos and videos. If you want pictures
added or notices posted, please send an email to the church office
(townleychurch@yahoo.com). Away or missed a service? Catch our
Livestream!

REP YOUR RIDE” CAR SHOW COMMUNITY NEWS

KEAN UNIVERSITY’S

S Kean University is having its first-ever “Rep Your Ride” car show — a
lively, family-friendly celebration of cars, creativity and community —
on Saturday, May 17, at the University’s Union campus from 10am to
2pm in the Kean Hall parking lot. Admission is free for spectators.
(| (CmmmT There will be classic cars to vintage treasures, an(_j everyt_hing in

S - between._The event will als_o featurg fpod trucks_, live music _and
vendors, including car service specialists, creating an electric
atmosphere for the whole family.
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TWO-DAY MEMORIAL DAY CELEBRATION: A two-day celebration is planned to celebrate Memorial Day in
e Union featuring a Living History Encampment, a commemorative parade, and a
Sl historical skirmish. The events are planned for Sunday, May 25, and Monday, May 26,
MH}/I (M) ,I/HA,!/,PAX to honor the nation’s history and pay tribute to those who have served.
Sunday, May 25: Living History Encampment: From 1 to 4 p.m., Union will host a
Living History Encampment in front of Town Hall (1976 Morris Avenue) offering visitors
an immersive experience of life during the Revolutionary War era. The encampment

will feature:

. Maxwell’s Artillery, demonstrating period cannons and military tactics

. Lynn King, a musician and textile worker, sharing traditional crafts and music
. Noah Lewis portraying Ned Hector, a Continental soldier

. Sue Hueskin, Attwater’s Militia and members of the 15t New Jersey Regiment

(INJV), showcasing authentic tents and equipment.
Monday, May 26: Memorial Day Parade and Skirmish: The parade begins at 10 a.m. at the VFW (2012
High Street), followed by a historical skirmish reenacting the Connecticut Farms Battle. Members of the
15t New Jersey Regiment and other reenactors will come together to bring this pivotal moment in history to life.

THE MARKET AT UNION RETURNS TO MORRIS AVENUE THIS JUNE: The Market at Union, formerly
known as the Union Farmers Market, will begin in June and run through September in
the new Union Public Library lot at 1980 Morris Avenue. The season will begin on
Thursday, June 5, from 5 to 8:30 p.m. and run every Thursday until September 25. The
Market will feature a lineup of vendors offering a wide variety of items, including
seasonal fruits and vegetables, baked goods, gourmet specialties and handcrafted
items. Additionally, the food trucks will be back, offering a selection of tasty, on-the-go
meals and desserts.

UNION’S 5™ ANNUAL JUNETEENTH FESTIVAL

Union’s 5™ Annual Juneteenth Festival is set for Saturday, June
14, beginning at noon at Biertuempfel Park. The event will feature
live entertainment, food vendors, and family activities while

gmm honoring African American history and achievements. Food

W& vendors will serve everything from traditional soul food to
contemporary cuisine, while local artisans showcase handmade
crafts. Township officials will award two $1,000 college
scholarships to outstanding Union High School seniors with
university acceptance. The selected recipients will be recognized
| during the festival’s opening ceremony.

HOW CHILDREN PERCEIVE THEIR GRANDMOMS

1. My grandson was visiting one day when he asked, “Grandma, do you know how you and
God are alike?” | mentally polished my halo and | said, “No, how are we alike?” He replied,
“You're both old.”

2. | was in the bathroom, putting on my makeup, under the watchful eyes of my young
granddaughter, as I'd done many times before. After | applied my lipstick and started to
leave, the little one said, “But Grandma, you forgot to kiss the toilet paper good-bye!”

3. A 6 year-old was asked where his grandma lived. “Oh,” he said, “she lives at the airport,
and whenever we want her, we just go get her. Then, when we’re done having her visit, we
take her back to the airport.”



4. After putting her grandchildren to bed, a grandmother changed into old clothes and
proceeded to wash her hair. As she heard the children getting more and more
rambunctious, her patience grew thin. Finally, she threw a towel around her head and
stormed into their room, putting them back to bed with stern warnings. As she left the room,
she heard the 3 year-old say with a trembling voice, “Who was THAT?”

5. I didn’t know if my granddaughter had learned her colors yet, so | decided to test her. |
would point out something and ask what color it was. She would tell me and was always
correct. At last, she headed for the door saying, “Grandma, | really think you should try to
figure out some of these colors yourself!”

6. A second grader came home from school and said to her grandmother, “Grandma, guess
what? We learned how to make babies today.” The grandmother, more than a little
surprised, tried to keep her cool, and said, “That’s interesting. How do you make babies?”
The granddaughter replied, “You just change ‘y’ to ‘i’ and add ‘es’.”

7. A grandmother was telling her young granddaughter what her own childhood was like. “We
used to skate outside on a pond. | had a swing made from a tire; it hung from a tree in our
front yard. We rode our pony. We picked wild raspberries in the woods.” The little girl was
wide-eyed, taking this all in. At last she said, “I sure wish I'd gotten to know you sooner!”

A MOTHER’S DAY PRAYER

Lord, on this day in which we honor mothers, may we love and cherish
the special women who have born us, who have nurtured us, and who have
prayed for our well-being. May our hearts overflow with gratitude to
you, who formed and knitted each of us in a mother’s womb. We pray you
give each mom strength. We ask you to be the daily bread of tired
mothers. May each mother find rest in you. Amen.

Townley Presbyterian Church, 829 Salem Road, Union, NJ 07083
Office:(908) 686-1028 / Email: TownleyChurch@yahoo.com
Website: TownleyChurch.org / Facebook: Like us on “Townley Church”
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