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PASTOR’S MESSAGE:
There are a few strange things about church membership: You actually give up your
preferences when you join. You are here to meet the needs of others. You are here to serve
others. You are here to give. You are here to sacrifice. This is considered as the “servant
motif”. The idea of putting away our preferences and desires.
The word "servant" occurs 57 times in the New Testament. Jesus said we must be a
servant to all in Mark 9:35: Sitting down, He called the Twelve and said to them, "If anyone
wants to be first, he must be last of all and servant of all." The apostle Paul said we must be
servants as well. In Ephesians 3:7, he writes: “I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of
God’s grace given me through the working of his power”.
As a church member, my motivation should not be to get my preferences to the top of
the list. I am supposed to be last, not first. I am supposed to be a servant instead of seeking to
be served. Hard to swallow? True joy means giving up our rights and preferences and serving
everyone else.
A survey of the dominant characteristics of churches that were inwardly focused did not
reveal a whole lot of joy:
Worship wars – members wanting things in worship just the way they like
Prolonged minutia meetings – many meetings about nothing and none about mission
Facility focus – buildings, furniture, and grounds
Program driven – programs not supporting mission
Inwardly focused budget
Inordinate demands for pastoral care
Attitudes of entitlement – demanding and a sense of deserving special treatment
Anger and hostility – some members are mad at the church, the pastor, and other
members
Evangelistic apathy – no sense of need for the salvation of others
Our attitude, as the church, should embody Jesus Christ. What did Jesus do? What is the
Mind of Christ? Jesus has a mindset of humility. In Philippians 2:5-11 we see that Jesus: Was
not reluctant, He gave His best without reservation. Was not worried about His reputation,
because hanging out with sinners did not make Him any less Divine. He put a human face to
God. He humbled Himself. He was not humbled by others. His death was for someone else. He
bore the penalty of our sin. The symbol of His death, the cross, was a symbol of disgrace. But
God has turned that cross into a means of grace. Jesus the all-powerful and sinless Son of God
chose to become powerless for our sakes.

Therefore, our church membership should not be about our preferences and desires.
That is self-serving. Church membership is about serving Christ through serving others. Our
Savior went to the cross for us. That being, I believe we can deal with any inconveniences and
matters that aren't our preferences or styles.
REOPENING UPDATE: We expect to continue enhanced online worship services until Advent,
Sunday, November 29, 2020, subject to re-evaluation on September 6 (pending status of
COVID-19). Please contact Pastor Ron with any concerns or questions.
SUNDAY SERVICE: Please join us for worship service on Townley Church’s Facebook page at
10:00 a.m. Pastor will email the Sunday bulletin ahead of time.
SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP: After service, please join us for fellowship on Zoom while sipping on
your favorite beverage. Don’t have a computer? No problem, call in on your home telephone
and connect with your fellow church members. It’s a great way to catch up with everyone,
find out what’s happening around town, etc. Maybe someone is planning to take a nice walk
and would love your company? Maybe someone is going to an outdoor event that you may
also be interested in? Maybe you have a question about something and could use some
insight? Maybe you are wondering where you can purchase that item that you can’t seem to
find anywhere? Join us. You may just get the answer, idea, inspiration, connection, and
general boost you were looking for!
Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83546573066?pwd=OGU2K3R4MFU5NG52SjdkUkhaZWJkZz09
Meeting ID: 835 4657 3066

Password: 127591

Dial by your home phone: 1 929 205 6099 US (New York)

WORSHIP TEAM: A worship team consisting of the Pastor, Music Director, Lay Leader,
Elder-in-Charge, Song Leader, and Sound/video Technician meets at the church Saturday
mornings at 10 a.m. to record segments that may be used for our online worship service. This
worship team does not exceed 10 members on any given day and all safety precautions are
observed. Please contact Pastor Ron if you would like to be a part of this team.
SUNDAY ASSIGNMENTS FOR SEPTEMBER: Pastor Ron is asking those assigned for their
assistance, if you are not considered high risk, with our enhanced Facebook Sunday worship
services.
DATE
Sept. 6
Sept. 13
Sept. 20
Sept. 27

ELDER-IN-CHARGE
Lois Tangowski
Carol Gordon
Janet Sangekar
Carruthers Tumfour

LAY LEADER
Diane Smith
Laurie Parnau
Maryanne Cove
Tom Catalano

COMMUNION
June Donohue

“TIME FOR PRAYER”: We are praying by teleconference on Wednesday evenings at 6:00
pm. All may call in to pray and/or make prayer requests: Dial-in using your phone: 1 717-2758940. Access code: 367 0530
LET’S KEEP IN TOUCH: It is important to keep the channels of communication open during this
difficult time. Please don’t hesitate to reach out to your church family if there is anything you
need.
LOOKING FOR BUILDING & GROUNDS VOLUNTEERS - to help with various issues as they arise
with our facility. Your help is much needed and appreciated. If you are interested, please
contact Irene Schoenwalder.
MISSION: June D. asks everyone to please remember the Connecticut Farms Food Pantry. In
lieu of shopping, please consider setting aside $1.00 per week and mail it to Townley Church
for distribution.

Our colleagues at Newton Presbytery are hosting
an event of interest on September 10th , open to
pastors and leaders across NJ: Church Leader
Retreat Day

TOWNLEY BOOK CLUB: Our next book is Dutch Girl: Audrey Hepburn and World War II by
Robert Matzen. Weather permitting, we will meet outside on the church lawn
(bring a chair) otherwise, we will meet via Zoom to discuss on Monday, October 5,
2020 at 11:00 am for approximately 1 – 1 ½ hours. At the end of that meeting we
will be looking for suggestions for our next book, date and time. The book is
available through Hoopla (library app), or you may be able to borrow it via curbside
pick-up at your library. It is also available for purchase through Amazon.com
($8.54-$17.99) or Barnes & Noble ($11.49-$18.00). Please let me know if you are
interested.
Hope to hear from you! Cecelia Harrison

NEWSLETTER EDITOR: If you have any items that you would like to have included in October’s
(monthly) newsletter, please e-mail them to CeceliaH@comcast.net. Please include your name. I
hope to hear from you!
Do you have a/an: Autumn/October/Halloween poem, haiku, joke, essay to share? Inspirational to
share? News? Event (current or upcoming) you want to share? Interesting tidbit(s) you would like to
share? Autumn treat/recipe you like to make? A good YouTube or TED talk you’ve heard recently?
Send them in for the newsletter! Cecelia

TOWNLEY TREKKERS: Townley Church has a new hiking group, The Townley Trekkers! We
had a small group hike through the Deserted Village of Feltville and a part of the History Trail
in Watchung Reservation this past Saturday. We welcome everyone to this group.
The Townley Trekkers hiking group will be walking at Nomahegan Park this Friday, August 28
at 9:00 A.M, led by Lisa Heim. Please park at the parking lot by the ball field on Kenilworth
Boulevard. We will be going twice around the loop, or three times if people wish to go a little
further.
On Friday, September 4, we will meet at South Mountain Reservation at 8:00 A.M. for a hike to
Hamilton Falls led by Lois Tangowski. This hike will be about three miles. Please wear sturdy
shoes and bring some water and a snack for this hike. Lois has a few extra sets of hiking poles
for anyone who would like to borrow them.
Please stay tuned for upcoming walks and hikes. If you have questions, contact Lois Tangowski
at LTangowski@gmail.com. Hope to see you there.
A NOTE FROM OUR TREASURER
:
Please continue to mail your weekly offerings to the church office. Bill Pay and other online
banking options should also be considered. Online contributions may also be made through our
church’s website “Give Now” button:

Our church’s Donation Page can also be reached using the Quick Response (QR) Code
below. A QR Code is a two-dimensional, modular barcode that, when scanned by a smart phone
(most phones use the camera to do this) will connect you to our Donation Page.

Labor Day
September 7

Patriot Day
Nat’l Grandparents Day Int’l Day of Peace Autumn Begins
September 11
September 13
September 21
September 22
UNION TOWNSHIP EVENTS:

Roll Bounce Fridays 70’s Family Skate Night - Wear your favorite 70's outfit! All residents must wear
face coverings and bring their own skates/rollerblades. Temperature checks before entering. Social distancing
will be enforced. To be held at Rabkin Park Tennis Courts at 1 Swanstrom Place East (Behind Union High
School). Free, but advanced online registration is required. Link: Register here!

September 4, 11, 18, 25

6:00pm-9:00pm

Union Farm Market – Parking lot in front of Town Hall.
September 3, 10, 17, 24 3:00pm–8:00pm
5th Annual Hispanic Heritage Fiesta – Front of Town Hall – September 19 2:00pm-8:00pm.

Community Peace
When there's harmony, there is peace,
Joy on earth does increase.
For peace to grow in your community,
The first step is social unity.
We all know that healthy relations,
Are the keys to peaceful nations.
War and conflicts, we must avoid,
So that beauty of life, may be enjoyed.
We just need to open our hearts,
That's where peace clearly starts.
It's not that difficult to embrace and find,
With a caring and open mind.
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