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“THE TALK OF TOWNLEY” 
Monthly Newsletter 
SEPTEMBER 2025 

A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, and favor is better than silver or gold. Proverbs 22:1 

 

 

 
 
 
 
PASTOR’S MESSAGE: 
 

Reframing Neighbor and Scarcity 
 

The following is an excerpt from an article written by Angela Johnson, Director of Sharing, 
RootedGood. 

One autumn morning, Mrs. Alvarez stepped onto her porch and saw a moving truck across the 
street. A new family was unloading boxes, children running through the yard. She smiled, but a 
question stirred: Will they change our neighborhood? That same week, across town, a church council 
debated whether to open unused classrooms to families to help them move out of homelessness. The 
room was thick with quiet fears: What will this mean for us? For our safety? For our budget?   
Two moments. The same question: Do we believe there’s enough to welcome our neighbor? 

NIMBY (“Not in My Back Yard”) and YIMBY (“Yes in My Back Yard”) are common shorthand in 
housing debates. NIMBY signals opposition to development—often out of concerns for property 
values or safety. YIMBY advocates for more access to affordable housing. While framed as Left vs. 
Right, the real challenge is a failure of imagination and an unquestioned belief in scarcity. Churches 
often fall into the scarcity mindset—fearing there won’t be enough money, volunteers, or energy to 
serve beyond their walls. “Who is my neighbor?” gets answered in ways that protect comfort rather 
than expand care. 

Imagine: a congregation with an empty education wing faced this choice. Partnering with a 
local nonprofit, they turned classrooms into transitional housing. At first, they worried about building 
wear-and-tear and whether residents would “fit in.” They said yes anyway. Within a year, the wing was 
full of children’s laughter, members built new, deep friendships, and the congregation’s energy grew. 
Their giving increased—not because they had more money, but because they had more vision. They 
stopped saying, “We can’t spare this,” and started asking, “What can we share?” 

NIMBY resists change and YIMBY welcomes it. Studies show that affordable housing 
developments do not decrease property values, do not cause school overcrowding, and do not 
change the character of nearby neighborhoods. YES invites us to hold our resources loosely, live 
generously, and refuse to let fear decide our future. Abundance is not the absence of limits; it is the 
presence of trust. When we believe there is enough, whether in a 2500 sq ft. home or a church, we 
can embrace both the neighbor we know and the neighbor we have yet to meet. 
 

Fear builds walls. Trust opens doors. 
 

  

   SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

        1 – Merle Lyte 
        3 – Christian Nwosu 
      21 – Rev. Ron Thompson 
      22 – Diane Smith 
      24 – Kathie Kreie 
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SUNDAY ASSIGNMENTS:  
 

DATE               *ELDER-IN-CHARGE     *LAY LEADER            COMMUNION  
  
September 7     Karen Brelowski               Lynn Bailey      Karen & Lynn  
September 14 Lois Tangowski  Kathie Kreie 
September 21                Lisa Heims 
September 28 Irene Schoenwalder  Irene Schoenwalder 
October 5  Lisa Heims   Karen Brelowski     Lisa & Karen 
October 12  Marty Lindner  Bruce Tangowski 
October 19  Linda Zehner   Vyonnia Thompson 
October 26  Janet Sangekar  Diane Smith 
 
* If you are unable to be Elder-in-Charge or Lay Leader for your assigned Sunday, 
please switch with someone and inform Pastor Ron. If you switch a month or more in 
advance, please also contact Cecelia, so the Sunday assignments can be listed 
correctly in the following month’s newsletter. Please give yourself enough time to set 
up prior to worship, 30 minutes is suggested. 
 

 
SESSION WORKS “Session Works” is a monthly communication of significant decisions made by 

Townley Session. From August’s meeting, the following items were 
approved / discussed: 

✓ Invitation to tell “Townley’s Story” for our township’s 
commemoration of the 250th Anniversary of the American 
Revolution 

✓ Carlos and Yvette’s membership 
✓ Laptop and Drinking Water Mission Project 
✓ Blessing Room set up progress 
✓ Appreciation of our Summer Intern (Emmanuel) 

 

Please note that you do not have to be on Session to work on a committee. Your talents are always 
welcome! 
 
AIR CONDITIONING:  Yes, you read that correctly! An anonymous generous donation was received 
to have air conditioning installed in our sanctuary.  Thank you very much to our anonymous donor. 
 
BIBLE STUDY RETURNS: Join us on Wednesday, September 10, 2025, at noon, as we continue 
our study of “Family Community: Service”, with Lesson 10 – Serving God’s Servants Sincerely. 
 

 

 
COFFEE HOUR: Volunteers are needed to bring baked goods for Coffee 
Hour on Sunday mornings after worship. There is a sign-up sheet in the 
kitchen. If you have any questions, you may contact Linda Zehner.  
 
September 7 – Lillian & Chris 
September 14 – Gospel Brunch 
September 21 – Pastor Ron 
September 28 - Carruthers 
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NEW MEMBERS ORIENTATION  On Wednesday, September 10th, at 7PM, we will have an 
orientation session for our new members. 
 
SALEM ROADHOUSE CAFÉ: Presents Four The Record, with a special performance by The Justin 
Jaworski/Luke Mattessich Guitar Duo on Saturday, September 13, 2025. Doors open at 7:00 pm, 
the show starts at 7:30 pm. Admission is $20, Students $15 and includes show, snacks, non-alcoholic 
beverages, and dessert. Show proceeds this year will benefit “Groundwork Elizabeth” – which is 
devoted to transforming the natural and built environment of low-resource communities. As always, 
the Salem Roadhouse Café is lively, intimate, up front, and personal. All ages are welcome. See 
attached flier.  
 
GOSPEL BRUNCHES ARE BACK! As in previous summers, we used the Sundays after the 
Roadhouse show to have our worship service in Bailey Hall. The coffee house setting, along with 
coffee and a delicious brunch make for a unique experience. September 14th is our final Gospel 
Brunch of the summer. 
 
NURSING HOME VISITATION:  Our nursing home ministry is held at AristaCare, located at 400 W. 
Stimpson Avenue in Linden every second Sunday at 2:00pm each month. Please see Pastor Ron if 
you are interested in being a part of this ministry. 
 
SESSION MEETING: The next Session meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, September 17, 2025, 
at 7:30 pm in the upstairs meeting room. (Session meetings are usually held on the 3rd Wednesday of 
each month.)  
 
BLESSING ROOM:  Volunteers are needed to help with setting up our Blessing Room in the Chapel 
Basement on Friday, September 19 at 7:00 pm.  

- Our first distribution will be on Saturday, September 20 from 9am – 11am in the Chapel 
Basement. The Blessing Room is open to residents of Union County. Patrons may park in the 
rear lot and enter through the rear door. We will have clothing and household items available 
for distribution. Patrons should bring proof of residence and bag(s) to carry out their items.   

 
PLEASE REMEMBER THE CONNECTICUT FARMS FOOD PANTRY. You are encouraged to 
support this ministry with a monthly donation of $4.00 (just $1.00 a week). The food bank prefers a 
monetary donation so they can purchase what is needed.  

- Townley Church collectively donated a total of $200, which was sent the last week of June. 
 
NEW LEGACY BOOKS:  Have been giving us a monthly check. We received a $40 check for July 
and another $40 check for August.  
 
THE PRESBYTERY OF NORTHEAST NEW JERSEY: The next meeting of the Presbytery is 
scheduled for Saturday, November 15, 2025, at 9:30 – 11:30am in person. Website: https://pnenj.org 
 
CHRISTMAS “SOUNDS OF THE SEASON”: Mark your calendar for this special musical Christmas 
show on Saturday, December 6 at 7:00 pm. Proceeds will go towards Townley’s Blessing Room.  
 

CHRISTMAS PARTY:  SAVE THE DATE! This year’s Christmas Party will be held on Saturday, 
December 13, 2025. Details to follow. 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR:  If you have any items you would like to have included in October’s 
(monthly) newsletter, please e-mail them to CeceliaH@comcast.net.  
 

https://pnenj.org/
mailto:CeceliaH@comcast.net
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SCHOOL HUMOR 

A kindergarten teacher spread out a map of the world in front of her class. “Tommy,” she said, 
“please come to the map and find North America.” Dutifully, Tommy approached the map and 
put his hand on the correct continent. “Very good!” the teacher beamed as Tommy returned to 
his seat. “Now class,” she said, “who discovered North America?” Lisa’s hand shot up. “Tommy!” 
she shouted.  

COMMUNITY NEWS 

THE MARKET AT UNION RETURNED TO MORRIS AVENUE IN JUNE:  The Market at 
Union, formerly known as the Union Farmers Market, began in June and runs through 
September in the new Union Public Library lot at 1980 Morris Avenue. The market is 
open from 5 to 8:30 p.m. and runs every Thursday until September 25. The Market will 
feature a lineup of vendors offering a wide variety of items, including seasonal fruits and 
vegetables, baked goods, gourmet specialties, and handcrafted items. Additionally, the 
food trucks will be back, offering a selection of tasty, on-the-go meals and desserts. 

HISPANIC AND LATINO HERITAGE FESTIVAL is set for Saturday, Sept. 20 from 2 pm 
to 10 pm in Biertuempfel Park, located on Winslow Avenue. Featuring authentic flavors from 
Latin food trucks, the event will feature live music in captivating cultural performances. This is a 

free family and pet-friendly event.  

THE UNION PUBLIC LIBRARY HAS INSTALLED A NEW BOOK DROP BOX outside the 
front entrance of the Union Senior Center, located at 659 Rahway Avenue. The added 
location is designed to provide seniors with a convenient way to return their books while 
visiting the center. However, the drop box is open to all library patrons, offering another 
accessible option for returning borrowed materials. 

 

PAPER MILL PLAYHOUSE – will be featuring Bull Durham from October 2, 2025 through 
November 2, 2025. Bull Durham is a veteran catcher, a rookie pitcher and a baseball muse 
who finds love, ambition, and rivalry on and off the field in this pitch-perfect musical 
adaptation of the hit film.  

Townley Presbyterian Church, 829 Salem  Road, Union, NJ 07083 
Office:(908) 686-1028 /  Email: TownleyChurch@yahoo.com 

Website: TownleyChurch.org / Facebook: Like us on “Townley Church” 

 

GIVING TO TOWNLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH: You can 

also support our church using your credit or debit card by using this 

QR Code or by clicking the “Give Now” button on our church 

website at www.townleychurch.org. 

 
  

 

WE HAVE A FACEBOOK PAGE! “Like” our Facebook page 

(http://www.facebook.com/TownleyChurch) to get the latest updates on your 

wall. Share your Townley comments, photos, and videos. If you want pictures 

added or notices posted, please send an email to the church office 

(townleychurch@yahoo.com). Away or missed a service? Catch our Livestream! 

mailto:TownleyChurch@yahoo.com
http://www.townleychurch.org/
http://www.facebook.com/TownleyChurch
mailto:townleychurch@yahoo.com

